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Grass Trees Fires

(Berjak and Hearne 2002)
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Hysteresis?
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Conditions for alternative stable states?



Grazer density = 5 g m-2

Grazer density = 10 g m-2

Grazer density = 15 g m-2



Concluding remarks

• Fire as a spatial process reduces 
occurrence bush encroachment shift

• Even without Encroachment shift, 
hysteresis is still possible

• Scale of burning has effect on the abiotic
conditions where hysteresis can occur

• The BIG question: Are encroached 
savannas really that stable as suggested 
by models?
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